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	Press Release 090426
	AFP AND CSPPS, LEADING NETWORKS REPRESENTING MORE THAN 500 PEACEBUILDING ORGANIZATIONS, CALL FOR DIPLOMACY AND RESTRAINT AMIDST THE CEASEFIRE IN THE MIDDLE EAST
	Washington DC, USA; The Hague, The Netherlands – The Alliance for Peacebuilding (AfP) and the Civil Society Platform for Peacebuilding and Statebuilding (CSPPS) welcome the announcement of a two-week ceasefire between the U.S. and Iran. This development represents an important opportunity to halt escalation and prioritize diplomacy. This agreement averted potential violations of international law and mass destruction, while opening a pathway to address the war's humanitarian suffering, regional instability, and global shockwaves.
	As organizations working to promote peace, prevent violent conflict, and protect civilian lives, we underscore that prevention must remain at the forefront of all efforts. The current pause in hostilities represents not only a cessation of fighting, but also a vital opening to address underlying tensions through peaceful means. We stress that restraint – both in action and in rhetoric – is essential to ensuring that this opportunity is not lost. We call on all parties to:
	Fully respect and adhere to the agreed two-week period of non-fighting in the entire Middle East region, without exception;


